The Sangkheum Center for Children Newsletter

Dear friends, this is the first, long awaited, official newsletter of the Sangkheum Center for Chil-
dren. Every sixth months we will put together fresh news about what is happening at the centre
and with our kids. We hope you will enjoy and don’t forget to drop by our new and re-designed

Bringing hope to more children

Since September
2008 not less then 13
new children between
the ages of 2-12 have
joined our big
Sangkheum family.

The backgrounds of
these children very
much reflect the real-
ity of the issues chil-
dren face in Cambo-

website at www.sangkheum.org

dia. They have lived
on the streets of
Siem Reap, been
abandoned in hospi-
tals, or parents have
passed away with ill-
nesses such as ma-
laria and tuberculo-
sis.

These children have
now found a new
home in Sangkheum
Center for Children
and have slowly but
steadily started to
once again have a
childhood. Now their
days are filled with
caring people around
them and activities to
stimulate their beauti-
ful and active minds.



http://www.sangkheum.org/�
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A big smile and one pair of strong legs

Little Samnang was

born with a major cleft
w lip, separating his lip
in two places and
splitting his tooth row
in the middle. The first
surgery has been
done and the lip has
™ healed well. Two
more operations are
coming up to finalize
the surgery which will
enable Samnang to
both speak and eat
properly. When asked
what he thought
about his before and
after appearance, the
five year old Sam-
= nang, born with the
- self confidence of a
giant said, with a
smile on his face, that
he liked the old look

The last months has
seen a major re-
structuring of our
English program. We
have expanded our
force of caring staff
with three great Eng-
lish teachers. Our last
jterm faced an in-
crease of almost 100
L' students and the total
of children in the pro-
gram is now close to
\ "N 250 in 12 daily
~ 3 classes. With the new
structure we are not
only able to provide
the children with a
more consistent Eng-

better but the new
one was ok.

Five year old Braney
was brought to our
attention by an or-
ganization working
with street children.
He had been staying
in their centre while
they had been
searching for any ex-
isting parents or rela-
tives. When none
could be found we
were asked to be-
come the caregivers
of the boy. Braney
was born with
crooked shins which
would in a couple of
years have been at
risk of breaking from
his weight. A special-

New English Teachers

lish language educa-
tion, covering from
absolute beginners to
elementary, but also
a better monitoring of
our children through
our permanent teach-
ers. The teachers are
able to build a trust
which can help us to
spot domestic prob-
lems and investigate
drop out of the pro-
gram.

With great support
from our teacher
trainer volunteer,
Kyla, all the teachers
have enjoyed a 6

ist re-adjusted the
legs and after they
were put in a cast.
Within a short time
Braney will be able to
run and play together
with all his other
friends in the centre.

Without the support of
the amazing Angkor
Hospital for Children,
who have supported
us in all medical
needs of the children
for over 7 years, this
would not have been
possible.

months teacher
training covering
everything from
planning to fun
and games in the
classroom.

In addition the
group of teachers
participated in
Camp Tesol
Weekend training
in Phnom Penh,
sharing their ex-
perience with other
teachers and get-
ting even more
ideas for their
teaching.
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Kicking it!

Following a 5-day
training of trainers
workshop in Battam-
bang we are now
happy to announce
that our Team leader,
Chomreun, and three
young adults, two
boys and a girl, were
awarded a FIFA
Trainer D-license.

They are well needed
since our football pro-
gram continues to de-
velop at a fast pace.
In December we
launched our girl’s
football program. This
added another 25 ea-
ger players to our

If the kids can’t come to play, we bring the

Many of our 58 non-
resident children live
far out in the country
side in poverty-
stricken areas. Since
it is not possible for
many of them to
come to Sangkheum
Center for Children
for activities we de-
cided to expand our
program and bring the
fun to them instead.

The rural areas of
Siem Reap, which
you will find not much
further than 10-15 km
outside of the Siem
Reap town, has not
seen much of the fi-
nancial increase

growing group of boy
teams. The teams
train three days per
week and are being
coached by our newly
trainer-graduated
young adults.

Two of these teams,
girls and boys under
age 14, will this
month be heading off
to face the challenges
of a one day tourna-
ment in the capital,
Phnom Penh. They
will be playing teams
from other organiza-
tions from around the
country. To be added
is that the kids were

through tourism that
has benefited the
more urban areas.
The poverty is harsh
and most of the chil-
dren we support live
with only their mother
since the fathers have
abandoned the fami-
lies or passed away.
There are no activities
arranged for children
when they are not in
school in these areas.
We decided to ad-
dress this issue in
small scale, starting
with the children al-
ready supported in
our program.

Our social worker,

literally jumping from
excitement when the
tournament was an-
nounced.

We would like to
thank Salt Academy
and Indochina Star-
fish Foundation for

supporting us with the

training of trainers
and arranging the
tournaments which
our kids look forward
to with excitement.

play to the kids

Sierey, not only moni-
tors the schooling and
social situation of
these non-resident
children, she also
now runs recreational |
activities in three dif-
ferent children’s
groups per week. As
expected there are
already plenty of
other kids curiously
monitoring what we

are doing. Before long

they will be playing
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And more!

We have celebrated
our yearly Christmas
party with close to
500 children joining
this day of fun with
games, performances
and of course Santa
Clause who dropped
by to bring gifts to all
the kids.

The students from
Republic Polytechnic
Singapore has helped
us make our centre
beautiful by painting
murals in our young
adults house and on
&% our big wall behind

. our playground. In
addition they helped
¢ us make the centre a
¢ little bit safer by com-
pleting our fence.

Eli and her friends
have been standing

out in the cold think-
ing about the children
in Cambodia selling
cookies, angels and
doing advocacy in or-
der to support the

children of Cambodia.

A warm thank you to
them.

The children have
made one of their
best performances
ever when performing
in one of the ancient
ruins of the temple
Prasat Kravan.

We have extended
our work with the
non-resident children
families by supporting
them with first aid Kits
and training in how to
use them.

We have made our
yearly trip, this time
visiting Koh Kong,
giving all the children
the opportunity to ex-
pand their knowledge
about Cambodia.

Our friends and long
term supporters,
Tanya and Jo, have
launched their charity
‘Hope for Cambodia’,
the first goal being to
help support our
Young Adults pro-
gram. To do this
Tanya started off with
the effort of doing a
tough charity bike ride
from London to Paris.
Big thanks to them for
their efforts.




<

Contact us:
Sangkheum Center for Children

Chey Village
Tuek ville Commune
Puok District
Siem Reap
Kingdon of Cambodia

Phone: +855 (0) 12 675 637
E-mail: mail@sangkheum.org
.....and take part in changing  For only USD 80$/month you

the future of the Cambodian can support a young adult

children. with living expenses and

training opportunities which
For only USD 40$/month you

will provide them with all the
can support a child in our

necessary skills to become
program with food, clothes

independent.
and school material.

, As a sponsor you will be pro-
& Would you rather sponsor a
vided with regular update
Young Adult on the way to
reports of the sponsored
independence?

Thank you!

child ’s development.

In addition you will receive
regular updates on our pro-
gram, giving you the opportu-
nity to follow the process of
our work and how your sup-
port enables us to create
opportunities for even more

children.

To all the private people, companies, schools and organiza-
tions that support our work. Sangkheum Center for Children

would not be what it is today

without the support from all of you.
- 00000000000

s VISIL OUr New website for
VL more updates!

: www.sangkheum.org
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